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Potomac Shores Doggie Parade Participants Guidelines and Instructions:
· Doggie Parade participants must be accompanied by an adult.
· Dogs must be in costume (or extremely decorated with beads, feathers, etc.) to participate.
· Dogs must be current on their vaccinations. You do not need to bring proof of vaccinations but by signing waiver on the registration form you are acknowledging that the animals are up to date on all shots.
· Dogs must not have vicious tendencies or need to be muzzled (remember this is a family event involving lots of children running around). 
· Dogs must be on a visible leash and must not be "in season."
· Escorts are encouraged to join in the theme with costumes and floats. Floats can be made out of wagons, kiddie cars, baby strollers, etc.
· Escorts are encouraged to have plenty of hand out items for parade watchers. Escorts may hand out items to the parade watchers along the parade route, but throwing of objects is STRICTLY PROHIBITED!
· Escorts are deemed "Official Pooper Scoopers" (there will be plenty of bags available at registration and disposal locations for your dog's droppings). 
· Groups are encouraged to identify themselves with a banner or sign.
· There are quite a few water stations for your animal along the route - look for the signs - but please try to bring along a bottle or two for your dog on your float!
· Absolutely NO golf carts, rollerblading, bicycles, or motorized floats of any kind are allowed! (They not only spook the dogs but may cause injury to other participants, both people and dogs). 
· PLEASE NO CHOCOLATE OR CANDY THROWS WHICH COULD HARM DOGS
· Escorts ARE NOT ALLOWED to throw Promotional Items for their business unless they are a sponsor of the parade.
· Political literatures are NOT permitted, nor are political banners or signs.

Category Judging will take place in the following areas:

· Most Creative Costume
· Group Costume (Dogs and Group Members)
· Float (wagons, kiddie cars, baby strollers, bicycles, etc.)
· Owner/Dog Look Alike
· Poshest Pooch
· Best Small Dog
· Best Medium
· Best Large Dog
· Best in Show
PRE-JUDGING AND PARADE LINE-UP begins precisely at 9:30 AM, which will take place at the Shores Club Driveway beside the Shores Club Event Lawn. Please note dogs are NOT permitted on the Event Lawn.

The Parade rolls promptly at 10:00AM from Shores Club Driveway beside the Event Lawn, proceeds from the parking lot crossing over Potomac Shores Parkway, down Dunnington Place sidewalk onto the Potomac Shores River District Blufftop area overlooking the Potomac River. Final judging takes place on the Potomac Shores Bluff. Volunteers will be strategically stationed to assist with answering questions, providing directions and alleviating congestion! Route is approximately 1 mile & takes about 20 minutes to walk.

PRE- REGISTERATION is strongly encouraged in order to have an accurate count of participants. You may register by dropping off your entry form at the Shores Club Fitness Center Front Desk from October 15-20, 2016. 

SAME-DAY REGISTRATION is permitted at the Red Barn area in front of the Shores Club Fitness Barn, beginning precisely at 8:45 AM & closing precisely at 9:15 AM. 

NON-DOGGIE PARADE PARTICIPANTS (Lawnchair Brigade) are encouraged to line-up their observation seating either side of the lawn areas on Dunnington Place leading up to the final judging, which takes place on the Potomac Shores River District Blufftop area.

Everyone with a dog is invited to be in the parade!  For general information regarding this Event, please contact socialpotomacshores@gmail.com (see contact information below).
CONTACT: 
Dianne Skinner, Community Manager
Potomac Shores Residential Association, Inc.
1801 Potomac Shores Parkway
Dumfries, VA 22026
703-640-3970 Main
[bookmark: _GoBack]703-640-3968 Direct 

FYI: The Potomac Shores Doggie Parade is a walking parade. We hope to have a constant flow and forward motion during the duration. Do not stop in front of the judges stand in order to perform. Maintain a length of three feet behind the group in front of you. Parade numbers are to be worn on the upper right arm of the first person marching on the right-hand side of your group. The number should face front. This number is extremely important. Please do not exchange it with anyone. It is the only way you are identifiable to announcers and judges.
Additionally, we are looking for volunteers to carry the banners for the parade.  Banner-carriers are usually middle school students. (refer to Be A Volunteer Fact Sheet)
PARKING: Parking for parade participants is permitted ONLY in the last car rows of the Shores Club Fitness Barn area and ONLY on the street adjacent to Shores Club located at Potomac Shores Parkway/Dunnington Place.  Parking spaces nearest to the Shores Club Fitness Barn are allocated only for residents visiting the Fitness Barn. Please do not park at the Potomac Shores Golf Club.
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